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BANKS PENINSULA CONSERVATION TRUST TRUSTEES & STAFF
Amy Carter is CEO of The Christchurch
Foundation. She is also chairperson at
public relations firm Perception PR &
Marketing. Her communications and
public relations experience includes work
with some of New Zealand’s iconic
charitable organisations including Surf Life
Saving New Zealand, Swimming
New Zealand, and St John. Amy lives
with her family at Taylor’s Mistake and
has been involved with the Trust since 2011.

Philip Helps resides in Port Levy. Married
to Jane, they have jointly farmed their Port
Levy property for in excess of 40 years.
Other interest includes active involvement in
a marine farming partnership. Philip’s family
has had a continuous association with the
land as farmers on Banks Peninsula, dating
back to the late 1830s. Philip is an active
member within the Banks Peninsula branch
of Federated Farmers.
Ingrid Kerr is a chartered accountant
working as Chief Financial Officer for
construction firm Armitage Williams.
She lives on Mt. Pleasant and enjoys
a family holiday home in French Farm.

Mark Christensen (Chair) is a natural
resources lawyer, specialising in biodiversity
issues. He became involved with the Trust
when working on a Ministerial Advisory
Committee on the protection of biodiversity
on private land. Mark is a trustee of the NZ
National Parks and Conservation
Foundation. He is a consultant to the World
Conservation Union IUCN, and the
Manager of the Sustainable Business
Council’s Business, Biodiversity, and
Ecosystem Service Project.

David Miller lives in Decanter Bay, where
he has owned his farm since 2001, and was
one of the earliest covenantors with the
Trust. David has a background in
clinical psychology and public health.
He has worked in these fields in many
regions for the United Nations and as the
Ombudsman for the World Health
Organisation and the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, TB, and Malaria, in Geneva.

Rebecca Parish is the Property
Development Manager at Foodstuffs
South Island. With a background in town
planning, business, resource management,
and governance. Rebecca divides her time
between a home in Governors Bay and
their 130 acre property on a ridge above
Okains Bay. Rebecca chairs the Wildside
Committee.

Paul Bingham is Executive Chair of
Digital Marketing Platform Shuttlerock,
Chair and fifty percent shareholder of Banks
Peninsula’s Black Cat Cruises, a Director of
Ngai Tahu Tourism and Trustee of The Christchurch Foundation. He recently retired from
the Air New Zealand board and served as
Director at Tourism New Zealand and Chair
of Christchurch and Canterbury Tourism.
Paul’s career has spanned marketing roles
in a range of companies, he led Black Cat
Cruises for 15 years as Managing Director.
Paul’s family lived in Diamond Harbour and
Akaroa and has been based in Asia, the
UK, and the US before returning to live in
New Zealand 20 years ago.

Pam Richardson farms in partnership with
husband Ian and son Andrew a 710 hectare
Banks Peninsula hill country property.
In 2007 they won a Ballance Farm
Environment Land and Life Award.
Pam is a founding member of the Banks
Peninsula Conservation Trust, Chairperson
of the Banks Peninsula Community Board,
as well as a member of the Goat
Eradication Working Group & Banks
Peninsula Pest Liaison Committee.

Edward Aitken lives in Pigeon Bay with
wife Penny on a 1100ha sheep and beef
breeding property. This developed farm is
now managed by son Angus in conjunction
with an intensive farm in North Canterbury.
Farm stay accommodation is available and
Edward is a director and shareholder of
marine farming companies in the area.
Edward has had many years involvement,
with Federated Farmers, in the District Plan
process, out of which evolved the Trust.

Richard Simpson (Deputy Chair) lives
at Fisherman’s Bay on the eastern side of
Banks Peninsula where he and his wife Jill
farm 402 hectares, running beef cows
and dairy replacements. They have Banks
Peninsula Conservation Trust covenants
totalling 76 hectares and have been
involved with the Trust since its inception
in 2001. Richard chairs the Trust’s Finance
Committee.

Maree Burnett – General Manager;
Marie Neal – Covenants Officer;
Sophie Hartnell – Volunteer Coordinator;
and Marie Haley – Wildside Coordinator
(resigned October 2018).

Kate Whyte lives with her family in
Lyttelton. She has significant experience
managing ecological restoration projects
on the Peninsula. Kate has been actively
involved in the Trust’s work since its
inception and is committed to ensuring
it remains a community- led organisation.
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
I am very pleased to present the
chairperson’s report for the 2018/19
financial year.

In every annual report I say the same thing
- our primary challenge is the financial
resilience and sustainability of the Trust.
How do we move beyond the traditional
reliance on grant funding? We spend much
time and resources on a continual search for
the finances to keep us operating at the high
level you have come to expect, let alone the
resources to allow us to expand our
activities to respond to the increasing
demand from landowners and agencies for
support, and to continue the leadership the
Trust provides for various collaborations.
Having said that, we remain extremely
grateful to our existing funders and
supporters because that support allows us
to achieve much, operating efficiently on
relatively limited income.

The Trust continues both to play our part in,
and to lead collaborations for, implementing the eight Goals of the 2050 Ecological
Vision for Banks Peninsula/ Te Pātaka o
Rākaihautū. In this annual report you can
read about the range of the Trust’s work on
each of these Goals. It is also pleasing to
see agencies and other organisations
and groups beginning to collaborate with
the Trust more closely around some of
these Goals.
Over this year we have been particularly
pleased with the continued expansion of
our covenanting programme, the Trust’s
leadership and facilitation of the
Memorandum of Understanding signed by
14 agencies and organisations on Pest Free
Banks Peninsula, continuing leadership of
the Wildside Project, and leading the
development of the concept for a ‘Port Hills
Biodiversity Hub’. You can read about all
these initiatives, and others, later in this
report.

One positive aspect of this challenge is that
we are continually striving to be ever more
efficient with the resources we have and to
increase the transparency over the results
of our work. We believe that our funders
and supporters need to clearly see where
their money and their time is being spent,
so they can be confident that the results
being achieved are both ecologically
meaningful and strategically important.
Our work leading the development of the
2050 Ecological Vision and now with
helping to coordinate the strategic
implementation of the eight Goals is critical
to being able to demonstrate that limited
resources are being applied in the most
effective manner.

The audited financial statements are
provided separately. Once again I can
report that we have managed our limited
finances prudently. Thanks particularly to
the Trust’s Finance Committee of Richard
Simpson, Ingrid Kerr, and Maree Burnett.

Environment Canterbury, Department of
Conservation, the Rod Donald Banks
Peninsula Trust, and WWF is critical to our
success and continues to be received with
thanks.
The trustees wish to thank our four hard
working and positive staff – Maree Burnett
General Manager, Marie Haley Wildside
Coordinator, Marie Neal Covenants Officer,
and Sophie Hartnell Volunteer Coordinator.
I particularly want to acknowledge Marie
Haley who this year finished her work as the
Wildside Coordinator in October after eight
years of service. Under Maree Burnett’s
leadership, our staff worked tirelessly for
the Trust over the year, and our success is
substantially because of their commitment,
enthusiasm and rapport with landowners
and members. It has been a pleasure to
work with you all.

Forging lasting partnerships with commercial
supporters is also critical, and this year our
structured sponsorship programme has
continued. For the financial year we have
been delighted to have the continued
support of Hue Ltd as our Principal Sponsor.
Our thanks particularly to Andrew
McCarthy, Managing Director of Hue Ltd.
We continue to be grateful for the support
of foundation sponsors Anderson Lloyd,
Lyttelton Port of Christchurch, and Lincoln
University.
Gold sponsor Independent Line
Services continue to provide support for
the Wildside. Gold sponsors Fox and
Associates, Boffa Miskell and Vicinity GIS
Solutions, support us with surveying,
ecological, and GiS advice and services
respectively.

Personally, I also wish to thank my fellow
trustees for your continuing passion and
commitment to the Trust’s work and vision.
Almost entirely landowners & residents on
the Peninsula and Port Hills, the trustees act,
not only as governors of the Trust, but as
examples to your neighbours and to the
wider community. It is a privilege for me
to work with you all.

We are also pleased to have Akaroa
Waterfront Motels supporting the Wildside
Programme as a silver sponsor, and Akaroa
Dolphins, Black Cat, Christchurch Gondola,
Environment Canterbury, Farmlands Cooperative, Rough and Milne Landscape
Architects and Frontiers Abroad as
corporate members.

And, a final thank you – to all the covenanting landowners of the Peninsula and the
Port Hills, and to all our other members and
supporters – all of you who share our vision
and are working with us to value, protect,
and care for the biodiversity, landscapes,
and special character of Banks Peninsula.

As I’ve noted, the continued financial
support for our activities from the Rata
Foundation, Christchurch City Council,

Mark Christensen
Chairperson
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2050 ECOLOGICAL VISION
FOR BANKS PENINSULA / TE PĀTAKA O RĀKAIHAUTŪ (including Port Hills)

GOAL ONE – ALL OLD GROWTH REMNANTS OF BANKS PENINSULA
FOREST COVER ARE PROTECTED AND APPROPRIATELY MANAGED

It is our vision to…

Sally’s Bay Covenant
Owned by the Fisher family, this impressive
42.4ha block tucked in the hills behind
Kaituna and McQueens valleys houses
extraordinary original remnant forest and
expansive regenerating second-growth bush.
Beyond that, gorse provides the
perfect nurse crop on the outermost edges.
The rate of native species regrowth in this
favourable south-facing gully has been
rapid and will be even faster now that stock
have been excluded. Protecting the springfed waterway which runs through it will in
turn reduce sediment reaching Lake
Ellesmere –Te Waihora below it.

create an environment in which the community values, protects and cares for the biodiversity,
landscape and special character of Banks Peninsula / Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū.
To pursue our vision we have adopted eight conservation goals for 2050. The goals are aspirational but
achievable and are used to guide all conservation management work, and should result in a substantial
improvement in the state of indigenous biodiversity on the Peninsula by 2050.

The less common small-leaved shrubs raukawa
Raukaua anomalus and swamp mahoe
Melicytus micranthus are present. Other
very special inhabitants of this sheltered
gully include fierce lancewood Pseudopanax ferox and dwarf mistletoe Korthalsella
salicornioides (At-Risk – Naturally Uncommon), verbena Teucridium parviflorum and
mingimingi Coprosma virescens (At-risk
– Declining), and wind or gossamer grass
Anemanthele lessoniana (Threatened Nationally Vulnerable).
This covenant is an important biodiversity
oasis and stepping stone in a vast surrounding pastoral landscape, which will help to
accommodate the increasing abundance
and spread of native flora and fauna from
other areas. It will provide food and
shelter to encourage birds, invertebrates,
and lizards who will in turn facilitate the
spread of valuable seeds to further areas.

Included in the diverse flora are several
ancient podocarp specimens; kahikatea,
totara (both thin bark and lowland), plus
matai. A wide range of mixed broadleaf
tree and shrub species complement the
forest including fantastic stands of very old
pigeonwood, kowhai, lancewood, titoki,
fivefinger, broadleaf, fuchsia, lemonwood
and mahoe. Mountain pepperwood, native
broom, kawakawa, cabbage trees, many
coprosmas, hebes and a plethora of others
contribute to the rich forest dynamics.
Beautiful soft and silver tree ferns are
present and will increase in the absence of
grazing, as will the abundance and diversity
of ground ferns. Vine species are plentiful
and include native clematis, native jasmine,
white climbing rata and native convolvulus.
Both green and dwarf mistletoes are found
here, as are impressive areas of native
orchids and native iris.

Fencing was funded through grants from
the World Wildlife Fund, ECan’s Immediate
Steps programme and the Christchurch City
Council’s Biodiversity Fund. Geoff Rogers
and team from High Country Fencing were
contracted to carry out this work.
Land survey work was contributed in-kind
by Fox and Associates Land Surveyors.
Scott Hooson from Boffa Miskell completed
the ecological survey and Anderson Lloyd
Lawyers provided all legal services in-kind.

There are several threatened, at-risk, or
‘uncommon on Banks Peninsula’ species
present. The native bamboo grass Microlaena
polynoda which has become generally rare
on Banks Peninsula is quite common here –
Hugh Wilson noted it to be the most luxuriant
patches he had seen on the Peninsula.
View over rocky outcrop knoll from
Duvauchelle Peak to Akaroa Heads
Photo credit: Marie Neal
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ECan Biodiversity Officer admires old totara
specimen Photo credit: Marie Neal

In January we visited the Coop family’s
Matai Podocarp Block in the lower
Koukourarata Valley, Port Levy. This 10ha
remnant which was protected in 2005
survived clear felling and fires of the past,
so today remains a precious home to many
fine podocarp specimens. It is pleasing to
see how much the vegetation has thickened
and advanced toward the edges following
stock removal, and most noticeably how
the ground floor species composition and
abundance has increased.

Matai Podocarp Block Covenant
Support Visit
This year the Trust has extended the covenant support programme, which includes
BPCT staff meeting our landowners in their
covenant to discuss covenant management,
offer support if needed, and celebrate
positive ecological successes. Photopoint
monitoring is repeated to record forest
regeneration over time and fences are
checked to ensure they remain stock proof.
These support visits take considerable time
and energy to carry out successfully and
the staff couldn’t do it without support from
our two key volunteers Fran Johnson and
Hamish Fairbairn. Special thanks to you
both for the many hours you have enthusiastically given this programme.

GOAL TWO – RARE ECOSYSTEMS ARE
PROTECTED AND APPROPRIATELY MANAGED
The Monument Covenant
Support Visit
Hugh Wilson describes The Monument…
‘The rock massif with its columnar trachyte
cliffs, associated dike, ungrazed cap of
montane shrubland and holygrass, tussock
and shrubland surrounds, and forested southeast flank, is magnificent. The forest remnant,
with thin-bark totara and abundant mountain
fivefinger, is almost ungrazed because of its
steepness.’

French Farm Wetland Covenant
Support Visit
On a wet foggy day, we visited a rare peat
bog ecosystem covenant high above French
Farm owned by Lyell and Val MacMillan.
This most unusual habitat lies not far below
French Peak and Saddle Hill. It includes a
stunted bog forest which is quite other-worldly.
The owners have such enthusiasm for the
unique flora and fauna found within their
covenant and are excited to
continue the good management of it for
future generations to enjoy and learn from.

The Monument is not only ecologically
valuable but also has significant Maori history
and heritage; the site and its bushy crags
being used as a strategic site for Maori in
times of feud.
During all covenant support visits, fence lines
are inspected. Due to the steep rocky nature
of the terrain, boulders unfortunately fell
during earthquakes and damaged a section
of fenceline. The support visit was a valuable
chance to touch base with the landowners regarding repairs being planned together, and
to reassure them that a contractor has been
arranged to carry out fence replacements
when conditions become safe. This reinstated
stock proof fence will then again effectively
protect the old growth remnants and support
secondary forest canopy growth so that a
diverse range of broadleaved species, shrubs,
forest floor layers, and ferns can flourish.

Native alpine water fern Blechnum pennamarina
(bottom right hand corner) in the French Farm rare
peat bog ecosystem Photo credit: Marie Neal

Landowner participating in photo point monitoring
on covenant support visit Photo credit: Marie Neal

Remnant matai towering over canopy at
Coop’s property Photo credit: Marie Neal

Stunted forest section of peat bog ecosystem
Photo credit: Marie Neal

The Monument Covenant
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell
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Hauroko Covenant
How do we relate to our environment?
How do we interact with it? What does
identity of place mean?
These were all questions raised when Little
River School Enviroschool students visited
Hauroko – a covenant of unique and rare
ecological value, within the Kaitorete Ecological Area. An exciting new partnership
with Little River school will enable students
to have access to this ecological gem, to
learn about the importance of protecting it,
and to use it as an outdoor classroom
further understanding weed and animal
threats within unique and vulnerable
ecosystems.

Little River school students at Hauroko with
landowner Max Manson
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell

Hauroko is unique not only ecologically but
also due to its proximity to Birdling’s Flat
settlement. While this proximity creates
many exciting opportunities it also means
Hauroko is subject to continual invasion by
weeds. Our volunteer program includes
three to four visits a year to Hauroko to
ensure that the rare ecosystem under
covenant here is not threatened by
unwanted garden escapees.

Little River School students at Hauroko
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell

GOAL THREE – THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN LAND AND
MARINE HABITATS ARE MANAGED TO SUPPORT VIABLE POPULATIONS
OF SPECIES THAT DEPEND ON BOTH
and Francis Helps, and BPCT volunteers
to plant 350 plants intended to create a
shaded ‘walkway’ from sea to nest for these
special birds.

Pohatu – Yellow eyed penguin
habitat planting day
Yellow eyed penguins, hoiho, are at
their northern breeding range on Banks
Peninsula. The Wildside supports habitat for
these precious sea birds and breeding sites
are found at Pohatu. Marie Haley, BPCT
Wildside Coordinator believes that planting
areas specifically for protection from walking tracks, shelter from sun, safe resting and
preening areas, cooler habitat and canopy
cover to reduce malaria risk and heat stroke
risk as essential for the survival of yellow
eyed penguins on Banks Peninsula. With this
in mind, we collaborated with CCC, Student
Volunteers Abroad, landowners Shireen

Pohatu yellow eyed penguin planting crew
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell
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Andrew Crossland (CCC) gives planting demo
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell
Bellbird feeding on flax at Woodlands
Photo credit: Marie Neal

Woodlands Covenant Support Visit
Woodlands covenant at Robinsons Bay
adjacent to the Christchurch-Akaroa road
is a restoration project and the first
covenant registered with BPCT in April
2005. Much hard work has gone into plantings, plant maintenance, and weed control
over the years since. Despite some of the
usual challenges associated with many
restoration projects, a wide range of
species are flourishing and self-seeding.
Native raupo, sedges, rushes and flax are
all filling their natural niche amongst the
planted species.
The rewards are wonderfully obvious in
the bird and insect life thriving in this most
welcome habitat for shelter and food on the
marine-land interface. Spectacular dragonflies, damselflies, craneflies, native bees,
spiders, moths, butterflies, beetles and
aquatic insects abound. The original purpose of this covenant was to restore the
area to protect nesting waterbirds, including
pukeko, whose nests were being impacted
by haymaking and grazing. Other native
birds observed in the area include paradise
duck, black swan, red-billed gull, blackbacked gull, white-faced heron, harrier
hawk, pied stilt, pied oystercatcher,
welcome swallow and kereru, and the exotic
mallard duck. Bellbirds were particularly
active the day of our support visit, feeding
happily on the beautiful flax flowers which
are an excellent nectar source.
This should be a very attractive stop-off for
the ever increasing tui in nearby Takamatua.

Support programme volunteer Fran Johnson
notes the advancing native vegetation edge
Photo credit: Marie Neal

Grehan Stream – Inanga spawning
habitat project
This project to improve the spawning habitat
for inanga in the Grehan Stream is a collaboration between the Trust, Christchurch
City Council, and Environment Canterbury.
Christ’s College boys help us care for the
site as part of their annual Service Week in
November by mulching around the plantings
and removing weeds from the far side of the
stream so that native species can thrive.
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Photo credit: Fiona Nicol

GOAL FOUR – FOUR CORE INDIGENOUS FOREST AREAS OF
MORE THAN 1000HA EACH HAVE BEEN PROTECTED
The Wildside
The first of the four core indigenous forest
areas to be protected on Banks Peninsula
has been realised on the Wildside where
over 2,500 hectares of contiguous regenerating forest is protected in Hinewai Reserve,
the surrounding agency-owned reserves,
and BPCT & QEII Trust covenants.
BPCT members and supporters enjoyed two
opportunities to visit special covenants that
are part of this important indigenous forest
area during 2018.

Fisherman’s Bay Visit
In December, representatives from the
Trust’s sponsors and funders enjoyed a day
at Fisherman’s Bay where they heard from
landowners Richard and Jill Simpson about
their conservation work.
Whangairimu covenant contributes 68.42
hectares to the Wildside’s core forest area
and encompasses the majority of the large
gully that drains into Shell Bay. It includes
the beach flats and sea cliffs, the deeply
cut rocky stream course with huge boulders,
vertical scarps, cascades, falls and deep
pools, and the flanking hill slopes. There are
a number of ecosystems represented within
the covenant, which includes much of the
adjacent Shell Bay catchment. The Simpson’s
have also created Red Bay covenant (27.84ha)
which is protected under a QEII National
Trust Open Space covenant.

STONY BAY WALK
In November as part of the walking festival,
a guided walk was led by Sam Hampton
from Canterbury University and BPCT’s
Wildside Coordinator Marie Haley to
Mark and Sonia Armstrong’s Stony Bay
property. The walk was themed on
interactions between geology and ecology.
Walkers followed the beautiful coastline
from the predator-proof fenced titi colony
down to the bay and up through the QEII
covenant, seeing the new BPCT covenant in
the valley floor along the way.
The geology of this area is remarkable,
heavily influencing the flora and fauna, and
historical human occupation of the area.
The covenants protect a rare example of
intact coastal lowland forest supporting
habitat for a myriad of marine, freshwater,
terrestrial and bird species including
little blue penguins, yellow-eyed penguins
historically (and hopefully again in the
future), NZ falcon, and many more.

Sam Hampton Canterbury University introduces
the concept of Geoecology to Stony Bay walkers
Photo credit: Marie Neal

Keen supporters brave the weather to visit Red Bay
Photo credit: Marie Neal

There is a further covenant (Haleys Heritage, 2.64ha) in the leased land at the top
of the farm, and lastly Hugh’s covenant,
approximately 7ha, which join these areas
to Hinewai Reserve, a large protected
private reserve, open to the public and a
major conservation showpiece which is
located just over the ridge. Collectively these
covenants ensure protection of habitats from
summit to sea, enabling robust and thriving
ecosystems and showcasing rich biodiversity.

Sam Hampton describes the geology of the
Stony Bay area to walkers at the Heads
Photo credit: Marie Neal

Whangairimu, Fishermans Bay covenant
support visit Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell
Walkers make their way into Stony Bay
Photo credit: Marie Neal
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The owners are keen possum and mustelid
trappers; vital for protecting vulnerable new
soft understory species and birdlife.
Ohinetahi Reserve provides an important
habitat for NZ falcon, tui, tomtits, kereru
and fantail to name a few, which will
visit and breed in Seb’s Block more as it
matures. Despite being partially fire-damaged in the February 2017 Port Hills fires,
recovery has been positive, both through
restoration plantings and through areas of
rapid natural succession by poroporo as a
nurse crop. Winter under-plantings in the
affected kanuka gully have been carried out
with trees generously donated by Trees for
Canterbury and planted by the enthusiastic
Fox and Associates Surveyors team – wonderful ongoing support which has been
much appreciated.

Southern Port Hills
Biodiversity Hub
A working group including representatives
from the community, agencies, local
runanga, Summit Road Society, other trusts,
and private landowners has been formed to
coordinate the establishment of a large core
area of indigenous forest on the Southern
Port Hills. The primary area is between
Gebbies Pass and Rāpaki, extending from
the plains to Whakaraupō / Lyttelton
Harbour, including Otamahua/Quail Island.
Like the Wildside, this will be a landowner
driven, landscape scale habitat restoration
and predator control project.
The vision for this project is…
“By 2050 the Southern Port Hills has
a thriving and resilient indigenous forest
supporting an abundance of native birds
and invertebrates. The area is a taonga for
the Ōtautahi / Greater Christchurch community to value, protect and engage with.”

Thank you to ECan’s Immediate Steps programme for funding fencing work, carried
out by Nick Thacker and Ged Parish, to Fox
and Associates for generously contributing
the land survey work, and to Anderson
Lloyd Lawyers for covering the legal aspects
of the covenant process.

SEB’S BLOCK COVENANT
Seb’s Block owned by the Parish-Double
family at Allandale adds a valuable jigsaw
piece in a much wider picture across the
Port Hills area. It helps to ‘connect the dots’
by providing linkages that will contribute to
achieving a thriving 1000ha core area of
native biodiversity.
Seb’s Block provides an important linkage
between Ohinetahi Reserve above it
reaching the Summit Road, and a key
stream flowing out through Ohinetahi
gardens to the sea below. It lies in close
proximity to two other BPCT covenants plus
Living Springs. In time, it is hoped that the
complete waterway will be fenced providing
a full summit to sea/ ‘Ki Uta Ki tai’
protection. The 2.5ha east-facing site has
magnificent views over Governors Bay and
around to Lyttleton. The regenerating kanuka
and mixed broadleaf bush is now flourishing
in the absence of stock grazing, a sheltered
microclimate, good soil moisture levels, and
by being adjacent to a brilliant mature-bush
seed source.

Carl Fox plants a Banks Peninsula hebe in the
fire-affected area of Seb’s Block at Allandale
Photo credit: Marie Neal
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View over new stock proof fence
enclosing Seb’s Block to Governors Bay
Photo credit: Marie Neal

Lansdowne Covenants A and B
– Post Fire Restoration
Our volunteer program continues to support
our fire affected landowners with restoration
planting days. Two of these covenants,
Lansdowne A and B, fall within the Southern
Port Hills Biodiversity Hub area. Combined the
covenants cover 17 hectares and sit not
far below Kennedy’s Bush and in close
proximity to Burke’s Bush Covenant below the
Summit Road. The area encloses an important headwater leading to the Halswell River,
which flows out to Te Waihora Lake Ellesmere.

South West Baptist Church volunteers
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell

Last year volunteers from the South West
Baptist Church planted 800 plants with 800
more planted by Steve Brailsford’s team.
Steve Brailsford and his team ‘adopted’
an area and has committed to continue the
management of this site for several years
pro bono. He also helped us with the volunteer effort by prepping the land and using
his tried and tested restoration techniques.
Due to the success of last year’s plantings
Steve is now being enlisted by the landowners to continue supporting this project.
We would like to thank Steve for his
generosity and expertise, and Craig
McInnes, Mark Johnston, and the South
West Baptist Church volunteers for their
ongoing support. We are also grateful to
Trees for Canterbury who continue to
donate plants for this project.

Steve Brailsford planting demo
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell
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Thriving trees Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell

GOAL FIVE – LAND PRIMARILY USED FOR PRODUCTION AND FOR
SETTLEMENT ALSO SUPPORTS THRIVING INDIGENOUS BIODIVERSITY
Port Saddle Restoration Project
The Port Saddle restoration project, a
partnership between Lyttelton Port of
Christchurch (LPC) and the Trust, covers 17
hectares above the township of Lyttelton
and the working Port of Christchurch. The
partnership has completed three years of
restoration planting and plant maintenance
with the help of local volunteers, corporate
groups, school students and other
conservation organisations.
As the restoration project grows and the
ecological gains start to become evident,
we increasingly see how it fits into the wider
context of the Whaka-Ora Healthy
Harbour plan. The plan’s purpose is to
restore the ecological and cultural health of
Whakaraupō/Lyttelton Harbour as mahinga
kai while also addressing other
environmental, cultural and social concerns,
including the needs of recreational users
and the needs of a working port.

Tina Troup planting with Enviroschools students
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell

The Trust’s volunteer program continues to
involve and work with the local community
on this project – working with Lyttelton and
Heathcote primary schools, with support
from Enviroschools, local volunteers and LPC
staff. We are working with contractors and
volunteers to manage weed threats, while
Christ’s College boys, as part of their
service week, play an integral role in the
weed management of the site.

Local volunteers at Port Saddle planting day
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell

We would like to thank the following for
their support of this project Kate Whyte,
Tina Troup, Penny Carnaby, Kim Kelleher
and Crystal Lenky (LPC), Antony Johnson
(Refuge Ecology), Conservation Volunteers
New Zealand, Student Frontiers Abroad,
Toni Watts and Matt Stanford (Enviroschools), Rough and Milne Landscape
Architects, Christ’s College and Fuji Xerox .
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Port Saddle restoration project
Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell

Woodills South Block Covenant
Two fortunate new landowners and the
general public will benefit in the long-term
from the foresight of the Rod Donald Banks
Peninsula Trust who purchased this property
in the Grehan Valley close to the Akaroa
township. A covenant has been placed over
the native areas, and a public walkway to
include part of the Woodills South Track
has been included. The track connects the
walkway between Grehan Valley Road and
Purple Peak Road and enables loop routes
from Akaroa. The site offers walkers a firsthand native forest experience and offers a
variety of beautiful views under and over the
regenerating canopy to Akaroa harbour for
everyone to enjoy.
The property lies within a mosaic of pastoral
farmland and settlements which reach out
from Akaroa township. Properties like this
are crucial in providing ecological stepping
stones within catchments and across the
Peninsula.

Lone kahikatea standing sentry at Woodills
South Block Photo credit: Marie Neal

Birdlife is abundant and will continue to
improve as the habitat does. Geoff recorded
kereru, bellbird, tui, tomtit, riroriro (grey
warbler), fantail, silvereye, harrier,
particularly vocal bellbirds, fantails and tui
during his survey. He also noted it ideal
habitat for many native beetles, moths,
butterflies, spiders, cicadas, stick insects
and other invertebrates.

Ecologist Geoff Walls noted for the relatively
small size of the covenant (4.5ha), there is
surprising species diversity. Apart from a
lone female kahikatea, the area was clear
felled as were so many others like it in the
early days. Since heavy grazing ceased,
kanuka and other broadleaf species quickly
re-established with the result that some trees
present today are very large. Where light
wells are present in less thick kanuka canopy,
understorey regeneration is flourishing.
Small-leaved coprosmas (mikimiki), young
narrow-leaved lacebark, ongaonga,
mahoe, kawakawa and an array of ferns
are plentiful. Wiggy-wig Muehlenbeckia
complexa is common on the edges. In the
gullies which include a waterway ngaio,
kowhai, tree fuchsia, mahoe, broadleaf and
pigeonwood, and a wide range of ferns
are thriving. Climbing fuchsia Fuchsia
perscandens is particularly noteworthy.

Grazing by domestic stock ceased in 2017
and thanks to Ad Sintene, one of the
new owners, all new fencing has been
constructed to ensure the area is stockproof.
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Regeneration under old kanuka forest at Woodills
South Block Photo credit: Marie Neal

GOAL SIX – RARE AND COMMON INDIGENOUS FLORA
AND FAUNA OF THE PENINSULA ARE INCREASINGLY ABUNDANT

Pipiwharauroa Covenant
Named after the native shining cuckoo,
this 1.7ha covenant is a valuable addition
to biodiversity in the Holmes Bay Valley area.
It is surrounded largely by pastoral farmland
interspersed with pockets of native
vegetation, including some other covenants
and reserves in Holmes Bay Valley and
nearby Pigeon Bay.

Liaison and landowners at Pipiwharauroa covenant
Photo credit: Marie Neal

The area was heavily deforested from
original podocarp stands, with much of the
prized hardwood timber being shipped
directly out of Pigeon Bay to Wellington
for government buildings in the early days.
Despite this, when given a chance, secondary growth continues to regenerate very
well in the absence of stock grazing and
pest pressure. There is a surprisingly wide
range of broad leaved-species trees, shrubs,
climbers, rushes, sedges, and ferns present
– including a stunning grove of silver ferns
Cyathea dealbata. An impressive array of
ground ferns live here from many genera
giving parts of it a lush rainforest feel.

Silver fern grove at Pipiwharauroa
Photo credit: Marie Neal

Rod Donald Banks Peninsula
Trust Project
The volunteer coordinator position is funded
in part by the Rod Donald Banks Peninsula
Trust (RDBPT). We mark this funding support
with a collaborative volunteer day in
partnership with both trusts. In 2018 we
extended this collaboration to include the
Student Volunteer Army and we worked
together to lay gravel on the walking track
from the Rod Donald Hut and planted
trees along the edge of the track. We look
forward to continuing this partnership
with RDBPT.

Proud landowners Tina Troup and Penny
Carnaby are not only protecting and fostering the existing growth but are proactively
planting hundreds of eco-sourced natives
in a bare area at the top of the covenant
beginning this winter.
Pipiwharauroa though relatively small,
will like so many other protected areas, be
a valuable ecological stepping stone to
increase and enhance biodiversity across
Banks Peninsula and into Christchurch City.
Together all these pockets of forest will act
collectively as a movement corridor for
flora and fauna to increase in diversity,
abundance and distribution.

Waipuna Bush Covenant
Monitoring Regime
Perched on the Waipuna Saddle between
Koukourarata-Port Levy and Western Valley
at 400 - 720m, this is a really special example
of remnant and regenerating upper and
lower cool temperate forest. Ungrazed since
2012, regrowth progress is remarkable.
Highly dedicated owners Bob Webster and
Carol Jensen chose to covenant this 75ha
block with the Trust. They have extensive
botanical, weed, and animal pest control
knowledge and are implementing a monitoring regime that includes annual vegetation
monitoring undertaken each year for five
years from 2013 to 2017, to then be repeated
every five years. The monitoring consists
of ten 50m transects, six forest plots, and
sixteen photopoints.

(4) Areas that were previously bare and
pugged by cattle have now fully recovered
and have been invaded by natives.
This includes bog areas and stock tracks
(see photo 4).
(5) Western Valley Road which passes
through the middle of our property is a
storehouse of biodiversity. This fenced road
reserve has probably always been free from
livestock browsing. With grazing removed
from the covenant, we are noticing species
that were initially totally or largely absent
from our land starting to spread up into the
covenant from the road boundary. This includes flax and astelia (see photos 5 and 6).

Bob and Carol note that short term changes
since covenant formation have generally
been subtle, and at the time of monitoring
establishment it was hard to predict what
would happen and where. However, they
have observed a number of interesting
developments, not always at the monitoring
points. Key observations include:
(1) Native seedlings have definitely
increased generally across the covenant
(see first graph).
(2) Native establishment is generally slow
where grass competition is strong. However,
there has been a notable expansion of
kanuka in plumes on the uphill side of
existing stands of kanuka (see graph 2 and
photos 1 and 2), and five finger (palatable
to stock) is expanding generally out into
some grassland areas (graph 2).
(3) Native species that tend to be browsed
by stock are now establishing at the margin
of existing trees and shrubs, where grass
competition is less (see photo 3).

Flourishing understory diversity at Pipwharauroa
Photo credit: Marie Neal
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Student Volunteer Army volunteers supporting the
Rod Donald project Photo credit: Sophie Hartnell
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Number of plants greater than 15cm in height
recorded in height measurements on 9 transects.
(This excludes transect 8 which shows a response
recovery after a major slip rather than a response
to retirement from grazing).

Landowner Bob Webster discusses the carbon
credits scheme at Waipuna Bush covenant walk
Photo credit: Marie Neal

Photo 1 Up Transect 4 – Summer of 2012/2013
Early stages of kanuka expansion

Balguerie Stream Weed Workshop
Early in the year we held a hands-on weed
workshop in a local Akaroa covenant. The
session highlighted the worst weed threats
to Banks Peninsula including members of the
infamous ‘Dirty Dozen’ list as identified by
DOC and the collaborative Weedbusters
group in their ‘War on Weeds’ national
campaign in 2016. Several species were
covered including old man’s beard,
sycamore, yellow (banana) passionfruit,
grey willow, chilean flame creeper, Darwin’s
barberry, cotoneaster, spur valerian, pigs
ear and others.
Control options were outlined and various
techniques demonstrated by Ian Hankin and
Tom Hitchon from DOC, including how to
operate a specific tree-drill for poisoning
large trees. In addition to addressing current
weed issues, they shared information on
potential new weed threats. It was pleasing
to see BPCT and QEII covenantors plus local
community members attend. With community support we can remain vigilant together
over significant areas to further protect
Banks Peninsula’s valuable biodiversity.

Photo 3 – five finger growing up near totara.

Photo 6 – Flax and astelia fragrans spreading out
into grassland and shrubland, about 10 metres from
the road boundary. These species were absent from
this area prior to covenant formation and stock
exclusion.
Photo 2 Up Transect 4 – Summer of 2016/2017
Kanuka has increased in frequency and height.

Photo 4 – This was previously a pugged and muddy
cattle track, but has now been invaded by Schefflera
digitata (Seven finger), now 2 metres tall.
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Photo 5 – note extensive flax (phormium tenax) on
road reserve beyond fence, and recent recruitment
up inside the covenant land in the foreground.

Bob and Carol are generous about sharing
the learnings from their covenant with the
Trust’s supporters. In October they hosted
a BPCT members guided walk where the
crowd enjoyed talks from Bob about trapping and their experience so far with the
carbon credits scheme. Botanist Carol
shared fascinating plant facts and described
the extraordinary regeneration process
taking place. It was wonderful to have Tina
Troup speaking about current and historic
birdlife in this area which sparked
imaginations about the reintroduction of
mohua (yellowhead) if we could control
pest pressure. Ruud Kleinpaste was as
entertaining as always championing the
often-overlooked invertebrate world that is
crucial to overall ecosystem health.
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Tom Hitchon starting up tree drill beside pest sycamore
Photo credit: Marie Neal

GOAL SEVEN – AT LEAST TWO LOCALLY EXTINCT SPECIES
HAVE BEEN REINTRODUCED
In 2009 and 2010, 72 tūī were transferred
to the Peninsula from Maud Island in the
Marlborough Sounds. The Trust has been
leading a community monitoring programme
since their arrival with assistance from
ecologist Laura Molles whose report follows.

One of this year’s newly-banded birds is
Peggy, who was a frequent early-morning
visitor to Smith Street feeders in Akaroa.
Peggy had an injured leg and when we
caught her in our net on May 25th, she
was clearly underweight and struggling.
We conferred with vet Susan Shannon and
the decision was made to bring her in for
evaluation. While we’d assumed the leg
had been broken somehow, Susan discovered that the problem was actually a set of
punctures – possibly from a rat based on the
size and spacing of the wounds – which had
become infected. We can’t be certain how
exactly she was wounded, but since she was
an adult bird, it is possible that something
tried to grab her on the nest, or while she
was roosting, but she managed to escape.

The summer of 2018/2019 seemed to be
very productive for Banks Peninsula birds,
and tūī were no exception. We had reports
of tūī fledglings from Onuku to Takamaua,
with some pairs raising more than one
brood of offspring. Through the autumn and
into the winter, large numbers of unbanded
birds began visiting feeders. Since the last
annual report, 16 more tūī have been banded
in Akaroa and Takamatua – seven females
and eight males. The ratio is similar to last
year’s, which is encouraging as in earlier
years we often caught far more males than
females.

Susan treated Peggy with antibiotics, plenty
of food and a bit of physiotherapy, and Peggy
responded beautifully to the medication
and TLC. She was released on June 8th with
her leg on the mend and a 10% increase
in body weight. After her release at Smith
Street, she quickly turned up in Takamatua
and has recently returned to Smith Street
looking happy and healthy. Many thanks
to Susan for the effort and care she put into
looking after Peggy!

Along with the new recruits and an abundance
of still-unbanded birds, many
previously-banded tūī are sighted regularly.
One of these familiar birds is Georgina, a
female who arrived on Banks Peninsula from
Maud Island in March 2010. Georgina was
a first-year bird when she was translocated,
so turned nine sometime during the summer.
She is one of the few originally-released tūī
who were sighted over the last year.
Georgina successfully raised a brood of
three chicks in Takamatua, an area with
abundant tūī who are likely benefiting from
the intensive pest mammal control
programme run by the community there.

Peggy Photo credit: Laurie Richards

While Georgina has been a regular visitor
in Takamatua since February 2016, and
appears to have nested there for at least
the last three summers, we knew very little
about her whereabouts before then. After
her release at Hinewai in March 2010, she
appeared to spend the first five months in
Long Bay. August 7, 2010, is the first record
of her visiting Akaroa, and through the
winter she was sighted in both locations,
apparently travelling back and forth regularly.
Through the following spring and summer,
she was spotted in both Akaroa and
Takamatua, but also popped over to Long
Bay at least once, in March 2011.

Georgina 2010 Photo credit: Laurie Richards

Georgina then fell almost entirely off our
radar for years, with no sightings at all in
2012, and only one to three each year from
2013-2015. This changed when she became
a regular visitor to gardens of tūī enthusiasts
in Takamatua in early 2016. Was Georgina
settled in elsewhere on the Peninsula for
those years when we didn’t see her?
Or was she just not in the right place to
catch the attention of anyone in our observer
network? We’ll never know for sure, but her
story highlights how mobile these birds are,
and how valuable it is to keep up the
community monitoring of banded tūī.

Georgina 2017 Photo credit: Vanessa Mander
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GOAL EIGHT – BANKS PENINSULA IS EFFECTIVELY
FREE OF PEST ANIMALS
Goal 8 of the Ecological Vision is that Banks
Peninsula/Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū
is effectively free of pest animals.
The ‘Predator Free New Zealand 2050’
project announced by the Government in
2016 has the ambitious goal of trying to
remove possums, rodents and mustelids
progressively from large areas of mainland
New Zealand. Banks Peninsula/Te Pātaka o
Rākaihautū is the largest true Peninsula
in New Zealand (ca. 100,000 ha) and
could be one of the first large areas of
New Zealand to become effectively free
of these pest predators.

Pest Free Banks Peninsula
In October 2018, 14 initial parties signed
up to the Pest Free Banks Peninsula (PFBP)
& Port Hills Partnership Memorandum of
Understanding. The initial parties include:
• Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust
• Cacophony Project
• Canterbury Regional Council
(“Environment Canterbury”)
• Christchurch City Council
• Department of Conservation
• Living Springs
• Ōnuku Rūnanga
• Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust
• Selwyn District Council
• Summit Road Society Incorporated
• Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke (Rāpaki) Rūnanga
• Te Rūnanga o Koukourārata
• Te Taumutu Rūnanga
• Wairewa Rūnanga

Other introduced mammals are also key
biodiversity predators (both as herbivores
and carnivores) and in the case of Banks
Peninsula/Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū include
feral deer (red and fallow), goats, pigs,
rabbits, hares, feral cats and hedgehogs.

In the last year the programme has celebrated
significant successes including the inclusion
of feral goats as a pest in Environment
Canterbury’s regional pest management
plan. This means it is now illegal for Banks
Peninsula landowners to have goats on their
property that are not appropriately tagged
and fenced. Additionally, the working group
was successful securing significant funding to
mount a strategic catchment-wide eradication
in the Little Akaloa and Pigeon Bay area.

Much has been achieved since the PFBP
signing and launch event in October,
including: holding an experts workshop to
identify critical success factors for the
project; development of a draft strategy
that outlines the strategic goals for the first
five years; detailed tactical planning and
budgeting to support the strategy;
establishment of a project oversight
governance group; and submissions for
funding support to a range of organisations.
This work has been possible thanks to
contributions from the PFBP working group
members and a grant from the Rod Donald
Banks Peninsula Trust to support additional
capacity for BPCT.

Thanks to funding support from Rod Donald
Banks Peninsula Trust, DOC, ECAN, and
CCC, local hunters Excel Ltd and other professional specialists were contracted to carry
out a large-scale mustering and hunting
operation. During July and August a highly
successful eradication programme was
undertaken that covered multiple private
properties and was made possible through
excellent community cooperation. In the first
stage of a two-stage programme, 221 feral
goats were removed by a muster, and in
the second, professional eradication hunters
removed a further 67. Regular monitoring
at set locations throughout the area, before
and after the hunt, was carried out. No goat
sightings have been reported since the
completion of the operation.

Pleasingly, the agencies have shown
significant commitment to this programme
with contributions of in kind resource being
made by CCC, DOC, and ECAN, as well
as new annual funding of $600,000 from
ECAN and $60,000 from CCC to be available
from the 2019/2020 financial year.

‘Effectively free of pest animals’ means that
all the pest animals listed above have been
reduced to numbers that do not threaten
biodiversity values. This is a pragmatic
definition and accepts that while it may be
possible to eliminate some pest animal
species from the Peninsula (e.g. goats or
deer), it may not be possible to eliminate
them all (e.g. rodents). The intent is to
reduce all pest animals to zero or as close
to zero as possible across the Peninsula.

The purpose of the Partnership is to work in
collaboration to ensure that Banks Peninsula/
Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū (including the Port
Hills) is effectively free of pest animals so
our indigenous biodiversity is thriving,
becoming more widespread across the
Peninsula and into Christchurch City.

The removal of pest animals from Banks
Peninsula will ensure indigenous species
become more abundant and widespread
across the Peninsula and into Christchurch
City. This includes the common species that
characterise the Peninsula today (birds,
invertebrates, lizards), as well as currently
rare or endemic species (e.g. penguins,
falcon, titi, jewelled gecko, ruru, long-tail
bats, lamprey, fragrant tree daisy, Akaroa
daisy). Success will be demonstrated by
robust scientific evidence that shows species
are increasing in abundance and diversity,
as well as anecdotal evidence, such as bird
song, reported by the community.
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This work will continue with the Pest Free
Banks Peninsula strategy including
peninsula-wide eradication of feral goats
as a key strategic goal to be achieved in the
next five years.
Pest Free Banks Peninsula MOU partners
Photo credit: Giora Dan

Feral Goat Eradication
The Feral Goat Eradication Working Group
made up of representatives from BPCT,
ECAN, CCC and DOC have been working
collaboratively since 2003 on feral goat
control and landowner education. Feral
goats pose a significant risk to native biodiversity by destroying native vegetation and
habitat, as well as damaging fences, competing with stock for pasture, and transmitting diseases and weeds.

Specialist musterer and dog team move down Little
Akaloa hillside Photo credit: Gavin Marshall
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COVENANTS

OUR SUPPORTERS
Establishment of a covenant includes fencing
the area, ecological survey, land survey,
and undertaking the legal requirements to
register the covenant on the land title.
Landowners retain full ownership of their
covenant and manage it with advice from the
Trust provided through
an ecological maageLegend
ment plan developed for each covenant.

The Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust
works with landowners to legally protect
important biodiversity and landscape values
in perpetuity through the covenanting
process. A covenant is a powerful legal
mechanism for protection that requires
current and all future landowners to manage
Legend
the land for conservation purposes.
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