
   
 Covenantors Newsletter 
 Issue 5, April 2020 

WELCOME 
Welcome to Issue 5. Firstly we hope you and families are well and coping ok 
with the current challenges of lockdown. To many of you, it could be a good 
opportunity to enjoy your special covenants even more. It’s a beautiful time of 
year to enjoy a walk, some bird watching, botanising, or just listening to the 
streams finally up after the much-needed recent rains. It’s also a good time of 
year to address weed issues while growth’s still active, and maintain or start 
new pest trapping programmes. Don’t hesitate to contact us for any 
information over the next while as we’ll be continuing to work normal hours 
from home. 

There have been many exciting developments on the covenanting programme 
since the last newsletter. Several diverse new projects have come on board, 
particularly rare ecosystem projects including two rocky outcrop sites and two 
tidal saltmarsh properties – quite a change from the forest environments.   

We’re enjoying aligning our work with the ‘Ecological Vision for 2050 goals’ 
document, an ambitious roadmap for the next 30 years toward achieving long 
term flourishing species diversity and abundance on the Peninsula. To find out 
more about the eight specific goals the Trust would like to achieve with the 
community, agencies, other Trusts and organisations, and runanga, visit our 
website www.bpct.org.nz. The covenanting programme is key to achieving 
these goals.  

The rapidly developing Pest-Free 2050 collaborative work in which BPCT is one 
of 14 involved parties is critical in protecting the gains made by habitat 
provision through covenanting in the long term. To learn more about how the 
Pest Free Banks Peninsula work is developing and who is involved, visit the 
newly launched website www.pestfreebankspeninsula.org.nz  

COVENANT WALKS 
Since the last newsletter, we’ve enjoyed four wonderful walks. Bob Webster and 
Carol Jensen hosted a fantastic day at their Waipuna Bush covenant. The crowd 
enjoyed hearing about trapping and their experience so far with the carbon 
credits scheme. Botanist Carol shared fascinating plant facts and described the 
extraordinary regeneration process taking place on this stunning 74.6ha 
property at the head of Western Valley on the Waipuna Saddle between Little 
River and Port Levy. Tina Troup spoke about current and historic birdlife in this 
area, sparking imaginations about the reintroduction of mohua  (yellowhead) if 
we could control pest pressure. Ruud Kleinpaste was as entertaing as always 
championing the often-overlooked invertebrate world that is crucial to overall 
ecosystem health.  

Two guided walks were part of Banks Peninsula Walking festivals. The first, 
with Dr Sam Hampton from Canterbury University was to Mark and Sonia 
Armstrong’s property at Stony Bay, was themed on interactions between 
geology and ecology. Walkers followed the beautiful coastline from the 

COVENANT MILESTONES 

BPCT now has 76 completed 
covenants protecting 1,501 
hectares across Banks 
Peninsula and 13 further 
active projects underway. New 
expressions of interest 
continue to roll in. 

 

The covenanting process 
involves multiple steps taking 
significant time and energy to 
complete.  It’s always 
rewarding to see landowners’ 
long term vision while we work 
through the various steps 
involved. These include the  
initial site visit,  securing 
funding, fencing, land and 
ecological surveys,  then 
management plans and  legal 
work to protect  these 
incredible native ecosystems 
of Banks Peninsula in 
perpetuity.  

  

 

 
 

Bob Webster shares landowner experience  
on the carbon credits scheme at Waipuna 
Bush. Photo Marie Neal 
 



predator-proof fenced titi colony down to the bay and up through their QEII 
covenant, seeing the new BPCT covenant in the valley floor along the way. The 
covenants protect a rare example of intact coastal lowland forest supporting 
habitat for a myriad of marine, freshwater, terrestrial and bird species including 
little blue penguins, yellow-eyed penguins historically (and hopefully again in 
the future), NZ falcon and many more. 

The second festival walk last November was to Catherine Marshall Reserve at 
Duvauchelle Peak, owned by Mike and Ruth Williams. A memorable day to an 
amazing gully. To now have the Peak and it’s rocky outcrop bluff system 
included is truly special. Thanks to Dr Susan Wiser from Landcare Research for 
sharing her rocky outcrop knowledge. It was fitting given that this was the first 
site she surveyed 20 years ago when first arriving from the US. 

In February, Antony and Fran Johnson welcomed us to their Western Valley 
covenant for a relaxing Sunday stroll under the lush green regenerating bush 
with amazing tree and ground fern life. Once out on to an open vantage point 
everyone could appreciate the wider protected 1000ha-plus core area this 
covenant is part of, which stretches over to Kaituna, Waipuna, and Wairewa 
areas. The pest trapping these owners are working so hard on will really benefit 
the entire area and it’s great to see the other covenanting neighbours coming on 
board to work together. 

COVENANT SUPPORT PROGRAMME 
The Covenant Engagement and Support (CESP) programme to reconnect with 
landowners and their covenants is well underway. We’re now into the third year 
of revisiting 20 properties each year. We chat with the landowners about how 
things are going, offer support and information where issues arise, and most 
importantly celebrate ecological successes. Photopoint monitoring is redone 
and it’s really satisfying to see such significant positive change as regeneration 
advances. We also look for bioindicators – specific plants that indicate a healthy 
ecosystem, and check fences to ensure no stock are invading to unravel gains 
achieved. We’ve thoroughly enjoyed the visits so far. We’ll restart in Spring 
when conditions are suitable, contacting relevant owners by email well ahead of 
time to arrange visits.  

COVENANT RESTORATION WORK 
Over the past two winters over 2000 trees generously donated by Trees for 
Canterbury again were planted in the four fire-affected covenants. A huge thank 
you to all  the keen volunteers from the South West Baptist Church who planted 
over 800 of them in Early Valley in one session alone. Another big thanks to 
Steve Brailsford and his staff who made a significant and hugely appreciated 
input in time, energy and resources supporting all plantings including an 
adjacent donated trial area. It’s fantastic to see Brailsfords relationship 
developing directly with landowners to achieve long term planting and 
maintenance success. This will ensure maximum survival rates and properly-
functioning ecological plant communities. The two Governors Bay covenants 
Seb’s block and McPhail covenant also received plants from Trees for 
Canterbury. Thanks to the energetic Fox land surveyors team who were a huge 
help.  

Seven hundred trees planted at Port Saddle with volunteers in Spring 2017 and 
2018 are flourishing under a good weed releasing maintenance regime thanks 

 
 
 

Suky Thompson and Viv Marshall enjoy 
bluff views from Catherine Marshall 
Reserve. Photo Marie Neal 
 
 

 
 
 

Landowner participating in photopoint 
monitoring on covenant support visit. Photo 
Marie Neal 
 
 

 
 
 

Sophie Hartnell between monitoring points 
on Pohatu covenant support visit. Photo 
Marie Neal 
 

 
 
 

Steve Brailsford recaps restoration planting 
plans to landowners and volunteers in  
Early Valley, one of several projects 
coordinated by Sophie Hartnell. Photo  
Marie Neal 



to many volunteer groups and Enviroschools coordinated by Sophie Hartnell. 
It’s great to see how well they complement earlier plantings below the rocky 
saddle higher up. 

Sophie has also worked with volunteers and school groups to support weeding 
bees at Woodlands (Robinsons Bay), Hauroko (Birdlings Flat) and Balguerie 
Stream covenants (Akaroa). Christ’s College service weeks run each November 
and Year 10 students have been helping with weed releasing and gorse control 
at Port Saddle (Lyttelton), Langer Reserve (Le Bons Bay) and Kaituna Basin 
covenants. University of Florida students under the guidance of Prof. Mark 
Hostetler again visited over the last two winters and helped at Tirowaikare 
(Little River) and Hauroko. It’s a great opportunity for these students to learn 
about the challenges of weeds in covenants and what BPCT does in general.  

FEATURE COVENANTS 

Paua Bay C  owned by the Johns Family Trust at Paua Bay  is a great example 
of pastoral farming and conservation land complementing each other side by 
side. This is the family’s third covenant and has a special ki uta ki tai  or ‘Summit 
to Sea’ connection with covenants above and below to protect Paua Bay Stream. 
It lies just over the ridge to the first Summit to Sea waterway protection on 
Banks Peninsula running from Haleys covenants to Simpsons covenants which 
meet the sea at Fishermans Bay. Paua Bay C lies close to several other BPCT and 
QEII covenants, plus Hinewai Reserve providing an important ecological 
stepping stone to improve connectivity of remnant and regenerating forest 
patches in the wider landscape. This area is a a valuable over-1000ha core area 
and constantly expanding. Paua Bay C covenant is approximately 3.8ha and was 
fenced by T.D Evans Contracting Ltd.  

Head of the Harbour A and B are welcome additions to the BPCT covenants 
list. This rare intertidal saltmarsh ecosystem in Teddington is the last 
reasonably in-tact example of its kind left on Banks Peninsula and in the region. 
Hugh Wilson, manager of Hinewai Reserve and noted ecologist rated it as 
‘Recommended Area for Protection Number One’ in his 1980’s survey work with 
Landcare Research. It has been widely recognised by many organisations over 
the years for its unique features and is of high conservation value. There are 
many nationally-threatened or at-risk plant and bird species supported here. 
Boffa Miskell ecologist Scott Hooson noted that it represents nationally 
significant bird habitat and is the second most important estuarine system for 
wading birds in Canterbury.  It is a key part of a wider network of coastal habitat 
linkages for many bird species. Together the two properties total 12.46ha. Fox 
and Associates have recently carried out the land survey on a pro-bono basis for 
which the Trust and landowners are very grateful. We look forward to 
developing a management plan with the assistance of Jason Butt, ECan wetland 
restoration ecologist, also a much appreciated in-kind contribution.  

Catherine Marshall Reserve is an extension of Duvauchelle Peak covenant 
to now take in the Peak itself. In addition to providing a magnificent view of 
Akaroa Harbour and the vast Peninsula landscape beyond, it provides a home 
to unique rocky outcrop flora and fauna. These rocky outcrop ecosystems dotted 
across the Peninsula are home to at least four of Banks Peninsula’s eight 
endemic species – meaning they occur naturally here and nowhere else in the 

 
 

 
 
 

Little River Enviroschools students with 
sacks of weeds collected from Hauroko 
covenant at Birdlings Flat. Photo Sophie 
Hartnell 
 
 
 

 
 
 

New fence line protecting upper Paua Bay C 
gully. Photo Marie Neal 
 

 
 
 

Rainbow effect of rare saltmarsh ecosystem 
plant community in Head of the Harbour 
covenants. Photo Marie Neal 
 
 

 
 
 

Hebe strictissima, a Banks Peninsula 
endemic in flower. Photo Melissa Hutchison 



world! They include (Banks Peninsula blue tussock Festuca actae, Banks 
Peninsula sun hebe Heliohebe lavaudiana, the Hebe Hebe strictissima, and 
Banks Peninsula forget-me-not Myosotis australis var lytteltonensis). This 
covenant owned by Mike and Ruth Williams also protects the open space 
ridgeline character, highly visible from all around the Akaroa Harbour Basin. 
Guy Johnson and team at Tumbledown Fencing Ltd. have recently completed 
the fencing which adds 4.5ha above the original 19.7ha gully covenant.  

PEST ALERT – FERAL GOATS 
It is now illegal to own goats without having them properly tagged and fenced 
under the new Canterbury Regional Pest Management Plan 2018-2038. Feral 
goats have been declared a ‘site-led pest’ on Banks Peninsula. They wreak havoc 
devouring native vegetation, damaging fences, competing with stock for 
pasture, and transmitting diseases and weeds. The new rules state that any goat 
not contained and identified properly is considered feral. If you would like 
further information, including details on specific containment requirements for 
farmed goats (including fence design specifications) please contact the Trust. 

The Feral Goat Working Group made up of BPCT, ECan, CCC and DOC have 
been working collaboratively together since 2005 on goat education and 
control. Now, with new funding secured through Pest Free 2050 to boost efforts, 
larger strategic catchment-wide operations have been possible.  

Thanks to funding through The Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust, DOC, CCC 
and Pest Free 2050, professional goat mustering specialists were contracted to 
carry out a large scale mustering and hunting operation in the Little Akaloa and 
Pigeon Bay area in the winter of 2018. This covered many properties and was 
made possible through excellent community cooperation.  In the first stage of a 
two stage programme, 221 feral goats were removed by a muster, and in the 
second, professional hunters removed a further 67.  Regular monitoring at set 
locations  to spot goats throughout the area before and after the hunts was 
carried out. No sightings were reported since the operation. However, the group 
would like to know whether anything has been seen since by anyone else. If you 
have noticed any goats in the Little Akaloa area, or any other area of the 
Peninsula uncontained, please alert us by emailing enquiries@bpct.org.nz or 
biosecurity@ecan.govt.nz or local Banks Peninsula DOC ranger Tom MacTavish     
tmactavish@doc.govt.nz .  

It’s important to note an accurate location and number of goats when reporting, 
and if you can see, whether they are tagged or not. The next major removal 
operation in the Mt Evans area recently was called to a halt due to the Covid 19 
disruption. Significant logistics and planning are involved in these operations 
and we look forward to this operation getting off the ground again when 
possible. Mt Evans is an area particularly high in valuable biodiversity.  

 
 
 

Imposing rock stacks below Duvauchelle 
Peak tower over the gully covenant. They 
house a myriad of unique species, several 
endemic to Banks Peninsula.  Photo Marie 
Neal 
 
 

 
 
 

Specialist goat musterer and dog team move 
down Little Akaloa hillside. Photo Gavin 
Marshall 
 
 

 
 
 

Council Ranger Phil Crutchley oversees goat 
unloading. Photo Gavin Marshall 
 



COVENANT WEED WORKSHOPS 
People from a variety of organisations and individuals attended this day last 
April at the Lyttleton project site on the Port Saddle above Lyttleton. Di Carter, 
CCC ranger generously shared her time and knowledge focusing on rocky 
outcrop and coastal cliff ecosystem weed threats across the Banks Ecological 
Region and Harbour Basin. Most of Banks Peninsula’s endemic species inhabit 
these fragile and at-risk places. 

It was great to see people from the  Summit Road Society - Ohinetahi working 
party, Conservation Volunteers NZ, Omahu Group, Summit Road Society, 
Otamahua/ Quail Island Trust, and covenant holders coming together to 
discuss and learn more with LPC, BPCT and CCC staff. 

Weed identification, control prioritisation, and control techniques were 
covered. Spur valerian being a major threat was the most discussed species. The 
Council are approaching management through a containment strategy on this 
worrying and very easily spread pest. Significant helicopter and ground control 
operations have taken place to date.  

This year’s collaborative weed workshop with QEII and assistance from key 
local agency staff, originally planned for early April has been postponed 
tentatively to 7 May due to the Covid virus outbreak. We’ll keep you posted re. 
plans as movemement restrictions over the next few weeks become clear. 
Whether it’s held this or next year the focus will still be sycamore and banana 
passionfruit, the worst two threats to covenant health on Banks Peninsula. 

A friendly reminder that landowners are ultimately responsible for weed and 
pest control in covenants. We are here to support you with relevant information 
and can connect you with experts (including contractors) for serious weed 
infestations. 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
BPCT’s  new Health and Safety policy  has been fully implemented for some time 
now. All staff, trustees, covenants committee members and contractors have 
been inducted  into the system to ensure our duty of diligence under the NZ 
Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 is managed appropriately. Thank you to all 
the property owners who have been so understanding and helpful in risk 
identification as part of  site-visiting requirements. 

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 
To help us to maintain accurate records of covenant ownership, it’s really 
helpful to be advised of land being bought or sold with a covenant on it. We also 
enjoy meeting new landowners and sharing the background about why these 
places are so valuable. A simple guide on both buyer and seller commitments 
can be found on our website  or please email enquiries@bpct.org.nz   

 

 

 
 
 

Lyttleton weed workshop discussion with  
CCC ranger Di Carter on Mayten and 
polypody at Port Saddle. Photo Marie Neal 
 
 

 
 
 

Sycamore drilling and filling demo at weed 
workshop. Photo Marie Neal 
 
 

 
 
 

Yellow passionfruit flower (above) and fruit 
(below) - beautiful but one of four closely 
related species on Banks Peninsula which 
are a real native forest pest threat. Photos 
Marie Neal 
 

 
 
 

Now is a good time to cut and poison stumps 
before fruit ripen and seed spreads.  
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